‘Huffman’ Pecan
Huffman Pecan, released in 2012 by Dr. Darrell Sparks, University of Georgia, is a valid choice to replace ‘Desirable’, ‘Schley’, and ‘Stuart’.  Nut size is larger than all three of the old cultivars, but matures about the same time.  Huffman should be of interest to all geographic regions suited for pecan.    

Huffman originated from a cross of ‘Desirable’ x ‘Pawnee’ made in 1989 at the University of Georgia Horticulture Farm, Watkinsville, GA.  The seed was planted in 1990 and fruited in 1999.  It was evaluated at five locations in Georgia as top worked fruiting trees and nursery trees between 1999 and 2008.  All listed tree and nut characteristics, including precocity and prolificness and early nut maturity have remained stable across all testing locations in Georgia (Watkinsville, Lakeland, Leary, Albany, and Leesburg). 
Huffman is highly resistant to existing field population of fungus in contrast to the highly susceptible ‘Desirable’ (Table 10).  Nut maturity of Huffman is similar to ‘Stuart’ (Table 3) making it ideal in this regard for a replacement tree in ‘Desirable’-‘Schley’ – ‘Stuart’ orchards.  Huffman is pollinated by ‘Stuart’ and ‘Schley’ and it will pollinate both cultivars (Table 2), thus, an additional pollinizer is not required.

Percentage kernel is similar to ‘Desirable’ and nut size is much larger (Table 7), making the kernel, especially suited to the highly profitable “mammoth half” and “chocolate covered” trades.  Kernel color is good (Figure 2) and speckling is not a problem (Table 11).  Huffman has better resistance to N scorch than ‘Desirable’ (Table 12).
Additional information about Huffman can be obtained from Dr. Darrell Sparks at 706-542-2471 or ds@uga.edu.   
